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As we address the challenges of the 
current global economic crisis, and 
growing demands are placed on our 
infrastructure, our government is 
already taking action.

This year we continue to work towards 
ensuring Victoria retains its reputation 
as a centre for innovation and creativity, 
and as the best place to live, work, visit 
and invest, even in these challenging 
times.

The Brumby Government recognises 
the importance of maintaining a healthy 
economy, and has progressively grown 
its capital works program year after 
year, to the point that in the 2008-09 
State Budget, we announced an 
average net infrastructure investment 
of $4.3 billion over the coming four 
years. The Brumby Government is 
acting now as part of its long term 
vision for the state.

This is the largest major projects 
program in Victoria’s history, 
generating high quality outcomes such 
as boosting arts, science and sporting 
facilities. Alongside this impressive 
program is the recently announced 
$38 billion Victorian Transport Plan, 
which will deliver more trains, trams, 
buses and projects to unclog our roads 
in the short term, and, in the longer 
term, transformational road and rail 
investments for the future.

In these tougher global economic 
times, the Brumby Government is 
taking action, building roads, rail 
infrastructure, schools and hospitals  

to create jobs now and to lock in 
Victoria’s future. By choosing our 
major projects carefully, we secure 
jobs, create new jobs, stimulate 
new investment and generate new 
opportunities for local business and 
industry – right across the state. 

We only need to look at some of our 
major projects as tribute to the demand 
for local skills and workmanship. For 
example, fabricators and painters in 
Mordialloc, Dandenong and Laverton 
have helped to prepare the Melbourne 
Rectangular Stadium’s iconic Bio-
frame steel frame roof.

And the $370 million Melbourne 
Convention Centre’s new innovative 
seating system was manufactured and 
installed by local Victorian companies 
based in Cheltenham, Wantirna South 
and Williamstown.  

We are confident that the major 
projects we deliver will generate 
lasting benefits for all Victorians: from 
Melbourne’s CBD to our smallest 
rural towns; from the state’s biggest 
companies to small local businesses; 
and from new, high-tech industries to 
our traditional base of manufacturing 
and agriculture.

The Hon.Tim Pallas MP,  
Minister for Major Projects
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The construction industry has indicated its 
confidence in the Brumby Government’s $300 
million Melbourne Markets relocation, with 
a number of companies registering their 
interest to take on the project. 

Major Projects Minister Tim Pallas said 11 
companies have registered their interest 
in the project to relocate the Melbourne 
Wholesale Fruit, Vegetable and Flower Market 
from its current Footscray Road home to a 
new 133 hectare site in Epping.

“The Brumby Government is taking action to 
invest in vital infrastructure for Victoria that is 
creating jobs and new business opportunities 
and helping to meet the current global 
economic challenges,” said Mr Pallas.

“This is a great response from developers 
and demonstrates the confidence of the 
construction industry in the strength of the 
fundamentals of the Victorian economy and 
the Brumby Government’s decision to get  
on with the job.

“Our commitment to the Melbourne Markets 
relocation will deliver benefits across the 
state through vastly improved facilities and 
logistical arrangements for both growers and 
retailers as well as up to 600 new Victorian 
jobs during construction.”

Agriculture Minister Joe Helper said the 
construction industry’s interest was welcome 
and it further demonstrated confidence in 
the Brumby Government’s commitment to 
address the needs of Victoria’s fresh fruit, 
vegetable and flower growers and retailers.

Mr Pallas said thorough planning and concept 
design work had been completed and the 
registrations of interest were an important 
first step in a three stage procurement 
process.   

Construction is expected to begin mid  
to late 2009.

The new relocated market, situated just  
off the Hume Highway, will provide:

•    �excellent road access to Melbourne  
and regional Victoria

•    �vastly improved occupational health  
and safety for market users

•    �greater efficiencies through  
the co-location of the trading area  
and ancillary facilities on one site.

The Melbourne Market Relocation project  
will be managed by the Department 
of Primary Industries for the Victorian 
Government with Major Projects Victoria 
managing construction.

Industry  
confidence  
in market  
relocation  
project

(Left to right) John Wiles (MPV), Danielle Green (Member for Yan Yean),  
Minister Tim Pallas and Richard Brookie (DPI) inspect the Epping site.
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Ian McDougall

Southbank’s latest 
cultural icons: 
Melbourne  
Recital Centre  
and MTC Theatre

Celebrating the opening of the 
spectacular new Melbourne Recital 
Centre and MTC Theatre,  
we sit down with the project 
architect Ian McDougall from 
Ashton Raggatt McDougall (ARM).
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What was your design rationale for the 
Melbourne Recital Centre and the MTC 
Theatre?

There were some fundamental strategies. 
A key aspect of the concept for the recital 
centre was that the public spaces would be 
visible from the outside, an open face to the 
street. Then there was the need for the recital 
hall to be acoustically as close to perfect as 
we could get it. The isolation of the recital 
hall for acoustic purposes (it had to be a box 
within a box) led us to the idea of packaging 
or wrapping. 

The overall design for the MTC Theatre 
evolved in two directions as well; one the 
ideal functional layout and the other the 
tradition of the theatre and the Melbourne 
Theatre Company itself. That is, how could 
we express the tradition, or some aspect 
of this tradition, through architecture? The 
illusion of theatrical space is a fundamental 
element of the design with the building being 
transformed at night into something much 
more exciting and magical than it appears to 
be in daylight. 

How do the two buildings relate to 
each other and their surroundings?

We wanted them to have two separate 
identities that reflect the differences of 
the client groups and their audiences, but 
complement one another too. They are new 
neighbours in Melbourne’s already well 
established arts precinct, so we wanted them 
to be inviting, not only to their users, but to 
contribute to the broader urban context. 

Is it true that the inspiration for the 
Melbourne Recital Centre’s exterior 
was a piece of packing foam?

Yes, the idea came from packaging, layers 
of wrapping, protecting the inner sanctum 
where music is made. Going back to the need 
for it to be a box within a box, we began to 
experiment with various kinds of packaging 
materials. We started to think of the 
architecture as the packaging or container 
and the music as the precious gift inside. The 
model for it is, literally, a piece of polystyrene.

What process did Ashton Raggatt 
McDougall go through to develop  
the design?

We had exhaustive discussions with all 
stakeholders to understand what their 
needs were and what was possible. We 
always undertake extensive research both 
at the beginning and throughout a project. 
We studied every example of these types of 
buildings that we could, looking at what has 
worked and what hasn’t, to satisfy ourselves 
that we had an awareness of all the best 
ideas available. 

We travelled to many of the greatest theatres 
and concert halls in the world and spoke 
to dozens of the people involved with their 
design and management to really understand 
the typology. Of course there is also a 
constant dialogue between architect, clients, 
consultants and contractors to make sure 
we are on the right track at every stage. 
Internally we try lots of options. Incidentally, 
there is an interesting parallel of cultures 
with theatre and architecture in the capacity 
to work very, very hard at getting the best 
result.

How did you work with the project 
partners to realise your design?

We seek consultants who share the work 
ethic and the goals to make something of 
value. We have been pioneers in the use of 
computers in design and construction. We 
began using them for construction over 15 
years ago and for design in the late 1980s, 
and have become expert in the way 3D 
models can be converted by sometimes low-
tech industries into cost effective yet striking 
buildings. So we try to work with engineers 
and consultants who have that capacity. 
There’s a lot of puff written about teamwork  
in the industry, but it was exciting to 
experience the team dynamic on the  
MRC/MTC project. There was tension, 
but there was a commonality and mutual 
respect that delivered a remarkable outcome 
from client, project managers, design and 
construction team members.

What were the greatest challenges 
for the project?

It’s hard to pin down a single one, because 
there were several. Australia has a history of 
building with tight budgets. Also, there were 
headstrong user groups. With the expansion 
of the brief (there was only a draft schedule 
for the MRC at the very beginning), it was a 
tight squeeze getting everything to fit on the 
site. We had to do a lot of manoeuvring to get 
that right. With such a technically demanding 
project, there was constant testing of ideas 
and absolutely everything came down to 
making sure the buildings function as they 
should – the recital hall acoustics, and the 
theatre able to accommodate the demands  
of cutting edge theatre technology. All of 
this, as well as creating spaces that we hope 
people will love to be in.

Do you believe the buildings will  
be recognised internationally and,  
if so, why?

The great Barrie Kosky reminds us that world 
class is depreciatory. Nevertheless, as long 
term advocates for local culture on the world 
stage, we believe that these buildings have 
something to say to the world. We hope that 
international theatre and music audiences 
will be attracted to them, and that they will 
stir up a conversation about the architecture 
of our city as well. Our intention from the very 
beginning was to add to Melbourne’s existing 
international reputation as a cultural and 
design vanguard. 

How do you believe these new cultural 
icons will impact on Melbourne?

We already have a thriving artistic and 
cultural life in Melbourne, so our aim was to 
make the best contribution we could to that. 
These buildings are for the people who are 
already theatregoers and music lovers, but 
they are also intended to attract newer and 
younger users. They are also buildings that 
exist as active contributors to the Southbank 
precinct, the place between the Arts Centre 
and the Malthouse zone. They activate the 
streets and hopefully fill what was a gap in 
the precinct before they existed. >







Central Melbourne: 
what does the  
future hold? 
Melbourne is a city in a state of flux. Census 
figures show record levels of population growth 
and within the next 30 years metropolitan 
Melbourne will grow by an extra 2 million people. 
In central Melbourne the city has outgrown 
the Hoddle grid and spilled into new suburbs 
at Docklands and Southbank opening the city 
up to the water and shifting its focus to the 
south. While Melbourne’s transformation from 
the dead after dark, donut city of the 1980s to 
today’s vibrant 24 hour city has been described 
as nothing short of miraculous, this new growth 
creates challenges for urban design and the city’s 
much vaunted liveability.

Danish engineer and theorist Henrik Kjaergaard 
said a city’s liveability is measured by ‘people’s 
experience of wellbeing, quality of life and 
dreams of the future.’  With this in mind Building 
One Victoria asked five prominent Melburnians 
what they think of their city, what they like and 
their dreams for its future. 
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What do you like about central 
Melbourne’s urban design?

ROB ADAMS (Director of Design and Urban 
Environment, City of Melbourne): I like 
Melbourne’s sense of mystery, its hidden 
secrets. I like the fact that Melbourne isn’t an 
obvious city, you need to go out and discover it. 
This makes it more endearing and appealing. 
Melbourne is its own icon, it doesn’t need a 
single one-off statement.

JIM BETTS (Secretary, Department of 
Transport): Melbourne is a city of many parts, 
each with its own unique style and charm, 
there is no singular look and feel that defines 
it. The huge breadth of urban design on 
show means that Melbourne is a city full of 
different design characters just waiting to be 
discovered. 

KATE BRENNAN (CEO, Federation Square): 
I like the parts of Melbourne that get the 
balance right between density and intensity 
of human interaction, built form and urban 
amenity…so in the central business district 
(CBD) that means concentrated areas of 
residential, arts, sport and commercial that 
are well linked and serviced in an interesting 
urban envelop. Much of the CBD and Yarra 
River environs reflect this. Melbourne has also 
shown leadership and some bravery in urban 
development which produces a lot of energy.

SALLY CAPP (CEO, Committee for 
Melbourne): Melbourne’s liveability is 
predicated in many ways on the accessibility 
of our major attractions and assets. To be 
able to walk to and between different cultural, 
sporting and entertainment precincts creates 
a unique experience and our urban design 
and development of precincts underlies 
this experience. We have taken risks with 
our urban design in preserving the heritage 
aspects of our city that should be appreciated 
and combining this with a respect for design 
that is fresh and innovative. 

Is Melbourne still a liveable city?

KATE BRENNAN: Liveability is both objective 
and subjective and I certainly think it is 
one of the most liveable cities of the many 
I’ve visited. Melbourne has ticked a lot of 
liveability indicator boxes over time, but the 
key to ongoing liveability will be the degree 
to which Melbourne is shaped, not by the 
jargon of planning or the habits of architecture 
but rather by the extent to which human 
involvement, participation, imagination  
and innovation are fostered. 

JIM BETTS: Melbourne is one of the most 
liveable cities in the world, but we can do 
more to make it more liveable for people in 
all corners of the city. This includes ensuring 
there is better access to public transport 
in our outer suburban growth areas, which 
the Victorian Transport Plan addresses. The 
government has committed to significant 
investment in transport over the next few 
years but it is important to remember that we 
are actually building communities and not just 
road and rail infrastructure. 

ROB ADAMS: While it has been voted the 
world’s most liveable city on more than three 
occasions, Melbourne must continue to look  
at how it makes itself a more appealing 
place for people to visit and live in. Its new 
residential population, tree plantings, wide 
pavements, consistent design and ongoing 
process of improvement ensure that it 
remains an exciting liveable place.

BRONWYN PIKE MP (Member for Melbourne, 
Minister for Education): One of the great 
things that makes Melbourne wonderful 
is the vast range of cafes, restaurants, art 
houses, live performances and the access to 
entertainment we all enjoy. Melbourne meets 
the needs and desires of a diverse population 
through its art galleries, libraries, shopping, 
business and residential centres, education, 
health and legal precincts. 

SALLY CAPP: Having lived and worked in many 
cities around the world, I know that Melbourne 
is a wonderfully liveable city. It has a dynamic 
and welcoming culture such that everyone can 
find something interesting and challenging to 
do in the city at any time of the day and they 
can easily access those activities through both 
public and private transport. Importantly, 
Melbourne is a tolerant city where diversity is 
celebrated and respected.

Is the Yarra River becoming the new 
centre of Melbourne?

JIM BETTS: The Yarra precinct is definitely 
enhancing the social and cultural life of 
Melbourne, but we can’t turn our backs on 
the city’s business, retail and education hub 
in the CBD, and we have to keep investing in 
public spaces in these areas. Also, don’t forget 
Melbourne’s brilliant laneway culture. 

KATE BRENNAN: I think it is true to say that 
like any evolving city Melbourne is creating 
zones and experiences which both attract new 
attention and development alongside existing 
areas. A water vista is an amazing anchor 
and the Yarra River corridor has seen and 
should still expect a program of key public and 
commercial development which in turn will 
create significant business and community 
activity.

BRONWYN PIKE MP: In recent years there 
has been greater emphasis placed on the 
Yarra with the development of Southbank, 
the Docklands and the soon to be completed 
Melbourne Convention Centre. However, 
greater emphasis has been placed on many 
parts of Melbourne. Carlton and Parkville 
have become an extension of the CBD through 
Melbourne and RMIT universities and the 
health precinct.

SALLY CAPP: To me the Yarra is already 
incorporated into the CBD and with the 
development of Southbank and Southgate, the 
investment in Birrarung Marr, the proximity 
of the sport and arts precincts, and the hubs 
of Federation Square and Flinders Street 
Station on its banks, I think it has been 
successfully incorporated into Melbourne’s 
CBD. Nonetheless, similar investment and 
advantages can be found throughout the CBD. 
Thankfully, the strategy for our city has been  
to enhance every aspect of it rather than focus 
on one area at the cost of another. >

Rob Adams Jim Betts Kate Brennan Sally Capp Bronwyn Pike MP
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What do you think about plans to deck 
over the Jolimont railyards?

ROB ADAMS: I believe this is the next big 
project for Melbourne. It is not a case of doing 
a deck just to the east of Federation Square 
but in fact a deck from Federation Square 
all the way to Richmond Station. If this was 
then integrated with the proposed upgrade 
of the sports and entertainment area, then 
the public space at the Tennis Centre could 
become the centre of a village. Melbourne 
would then be truly connected from the inner 
city back to the central city. We are a city with 
great opportunity and we need to continue 
to look at visionary ways of enhancing those 
aspects of the city that define our character.

KATE BRENNAN: There are still many 
opportunities and work to do. At one end 
of the spectrum I am keen to see the 
development of Federation Square East 
as a key part of one of the world’s great 
waterside corridors and at the other end we 
need to work on the fine grain elements like 
easy travel at different scales on the river, 
riverbank amenity, places for respite as well 
as a more local feel and support structure in 
Docklands.

How would you improve central 
Melbourne?

ROB ADAMS: Melbourne has the opportunity 
to break away form the shackles of the 
motorcar. While there will always be cars in 
the centre of Melbourne there is no need for 
their current dominance. Increased emphasis 
on public transport, bicycles and walking will 
make Melbourne a more appealing city and 
when like Copenhagen, where 30 per cent 
of its people commute to the city on bicycle, 
Melbourne will then be a truly great city.

JIM BETTS: St Kilda would win the flag… 
but from an urban design perspective, there 
would be better linkages from the southern 
end of the CBD to Docklands. The World 
Trade Centre complex is a pretty big barrier 
to opening up that under-utilised precinct to 
the city. 

KATE BRENNAN: I’d make fostering people’s 
experience of wellbeing, quality of life and 
dreams of the future the key criteria for any 
new project.

SALLY CAPP: I think there are always areas 
to improve incrementally as cities grow. 
Nevertheless, I would like to see a standout 
piece of world class architecture that would 
inspire our population and draw other visitors 
and residents to Melbourne. This building 
could be an innovation centre that supports 
creativity and becomes symbolic of our 
commitment to and investment in innovation 
in this state.

How would you improve Melbourne’s 
connectivity?

ROB ADAMS: The connectivity of the 
Melbourne city centre is generally very 
good but breaks down in a number of small 
areas. The connectivity to the river has been 
improved over the last 20 years, however the 
connectivity into Docklands could be further 
improved by extensions at the end of Lonsdale 
Street and improved access along and across 
Flinders Street. The extension of Sturt Street 
up to Princess Bridge will provide greater 
accessibility to the Southbank area. All of 
these are works in progress and should be 
achieved over the next 10 years.

KATE BRENNAN: Compared to many other 
cities, you’d have to say it’s been pretty good 
but as permanent and day population as well 
as density increase, we need to be more broad 
minded about what connects places and 
people. Wi-fi for instance, cycling and walking 
paths and routes need to be better thought 
through, as well as better soft and hard 
information infrastructure. 

JIM BETTS: I would improve access to the city 
centre for one of the most sustainable modes 
of transport available, bicycle. Currently, 
cyclists can access the edge of the city without 
too much trouble, but it becomes more 
difficult as you get further in. Projects in the 
Victorian Transport Plan will help to make  
city access safer for cyclists. 

BRONWYN PIKE MP: I would place a greater 
emphasis on pedestrian, bicycle traffic 
and public transport to ease motor vehicle 
congestion in the CBD.

SALLY CAPP: I think Melbourne’s connectivity 
is excellent relative to other cities I have 
experienced. Melbourne City Council and 
the State Government are keen to also 
increase bike usage in the CBD by introducing 
bike rental and parking stations. This is an 
important initiative to reduce congestion  
and improve air quality in the city.
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Kew Residential 
Services 
redevelopment 
wins award
The State Government/Walker Corporation 
partnership which delivered stage 1 of 
the $400 million Kew Residential Services 
redevelopment (formerly Kew Cottages) 
has been recognised by peak industry  
body, the Urban Development Institute  
of Australia. 

The partnership received the Judge’s 
Award for Design Excellence at the recent 
state awards, which recognise outstanding 
achievements of high quality developments 
that contribute to the industry, government 
and community.

The redevelopment has achieved its 
goal of creating a new and integrated 
neighbourhood, including providing  
high quality, socially inclusive homes  
for 100 former Kew Cottages residents.
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The way home: 
new solutions for 
homelessness with 
Common Ground 
development

Homelessness can affect anyone: domestic 
violence, physical or mental health problems, 
persistent unemployment, lack of access to 
affordable housing and family breakdown are 
all contributing factors. 

The recently announced $50 million Elizabeth 
Street Common Ground development is an 
exciting new project that will provide long 
term, stable and secure homes for people 
experiencing chronic homelessness in 
Melbourne.

Adopting a unique partnership approach that 
has never before been embraced on such a 
large scale, the project will see the Victorian 
Government working with the community and 
private sectors to deliver 120 long term self-

contained apartments based on a supportive 
housing model pioneered by US developer 
Common Ground.

“This type of housing model recognises that 
people need a home first, followed by time to 
address personal issues that can lead to their 
homelessness,” Premier John Brumby said 
at the launch of the project.

Common Ground’s approach to ending 
homelessness, which actively involves 
government, business and philanthropy, 
has been highly effective throughout North 
America. It has lifted more than 4,000 people 
out of homelessness and reduced street 
homelessness in New York alone by 25 per 
cent since 2005. 
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The Victorian Government will contribute up 
to 75 per cent of the project’s capital costs 
with the remaining 25 per cent funded by 
Grocon and other philanthropic sources. The 
Federal Government is also a key supporter.

Grocon CEO Daniel Grollo says “facilitating 
the building of the project offers an 
opportunity for us to help the chronically 
homeless…and also gives our people an 
opportunity to get involved. I have already 
found that the enthusiasm generated by this 
project… has been beneficial in terms of team 
building and bringing different parts of the 
business together.”

Elizabeth Street Common Ground will 
target those people experiencing chronic 
homelessness who most frequently fall 
through gaps in the system. These people  
are most susceptible to violence and 
exploitation and present in high numbers 
in emergency, mental health and justice 
systems. They often move between 
private boarding houses and other crisis 
accommodation, and struggle to maintain 
their tenancies without intensive support, 
thus perpetuating the cycle of homelessness.

Victoria’s leading owner and manager of 
not-for-profit housing for low income singles, 
Yarra Community Housing, will own and 
manage the Elizabeth Street apartments  
and its tenancies.

HomeGround Services will provide 24 hour 
customised support services which aim to 
restore tenants’ health and independence, 
as well as integrating them back into the 
community. This will involve developing 
tenants’ social skills, providing links to 
mainstream support services, instilling an 
improved sense of safety and belonging, 
providing access to local government 
resources and programs on and off site, and 
encouraging participation in local recreation, 
social and vocational opportunities.

Construction of the development will 
commence in early 2009.

Amanda, 32 years old

Diagnosed with psychosis in her early 20s 
and with a history of alcohol and cannabis 
use, Amanda had been sleeping rough, 
periodically, for a number of years until 
social workers in the St Vincent’s Hospital 
acute psychiatric ward referred her to 
HomeGround Service’s Housing Mental 
Health Pathways Program. They were able 
to help Amanda in her journey to escape 
chronic homelessness. 

In May last year, Amanda was discharged 
into transitional housing. Since then she 
has received ongoing assistance from 
dedicated support workers to help her better 
understand and manage her illness, to gain 
independent living skills to help prevent 
a return to hospital, and to re-establish 
connections with family and friends. 

Amanda also received help developing 
educational and vocational goals leading to 
a TAFE course and part-time work. This has 
enabled her to save money to visit family 
interstate.

HomeGround will continue to support 
Amanda as she waits for an offer of long term 
stable housing. However, Amanda’s progress 
has already proven how a combination of 
housing and relevant support services can 
change lives.

Jack, 54 years old

When Jack was made redundant, he lost both 
his job and home. After failing to find work 
in Western Australia, Jack made his way to 
Melbourne to find a new life.

Jack stayed in boarding houses for about 
seven months, paying $160 a week for 
substandard facilities. Due to vulnerability 
caused by his age, frailty and previous 
alcoholism, he was robbed by other residents 
on most pension days.

HomeGround’s Housing Outreach Worker 
first met Jack at a boarding house in St Kilda, 
and assisted him to write a public housing 
application. Soon after Jack was offered a 
public housing bedsit.

Ongoing support helped Jack to establish  
his tenancy. He now shares his home with  
a rescued tabby cat. Like Amanda, it was  
the combination of housing and support  
that ended homelessness for Jack. 

These two stories show that 
positive outcomes are possible 
and that it is the connection 
between housing and support 
services that deliver them. 
Unfortunately, many other 
Australians experiencing 
homelessness do not receive 
coordinated housing and support 
services which is a major barrier 
to ending their experience of 
homelessness.
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The Victorian 
Transport Plan.

Grampians

Existing projects
Wendouree Station•	

New train carriages on the Ballarat-Melbourne line•	

Planning for the Western Highway duplication  •	
between Ballarat and Stawell

Development of intermodal freight terminal at Dooen•	

New projects
New bus services in Bacchus Marsh•	

Regional road upgrades•	

Level crossing upgrades•	

Bike rail trails•	

Loddon-Mallee

Existing projects
Mildura Rail Freight upgrade•	

Upgrades to the following ‘silver’ rail lines•	

Quambatook – Manangatang––

Charlton – Sealake––

Warracknabeal – Hopetoun––

Ouyen – Murrayville.––

New train carriages on the Bendigo-Melbourne line•	

Calder Highway Upgrade between Kyneton and •	
Ravenswood

New projects 
Maryborough Rail Extension•	

Regional road upgrades•	

Level crossing upgrades•	

Bike rail trails•	

Barwon South West

Existing projects
Geelong Ring Road•	

Colac-Lavers Hill Road upgrade•	

New carriages for the Geelong-Melbourne line (including •	
platform extensions to accommodate longer trains)

Planning for the Princes Highway West duplication •	
between Waurn Ponds and Winchelsea

Development of an intermodal freight terminal  •	
at Warrnambool

New projects
Bus improvement package for Geelong•	

Green Triangle Road/Rail intermodal connections•	

Geelong Urban Growth Package•	

Regional road upgrades•	

Level crossing upgrades•	

Bike rail trails•	

Delivering the best  
transport network  
in Australia
Premier John Brumby unveiled the 
Victorian Transport Plan in December 
2008.  The $38 billion action plan will 
deliver more trains, trams, buses and 
projects to unclog Victorian roads in 
the short term, and, in the longer term, 
transformational road and rail investments 
for the future.

Mr Brumby said the plan to 2020 and 
beyond set the clear goal: to deliver 
Victorians the best transport network  
in Australia.
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Melbourne

Existing projects
Clifton Hill Rail Project•	

Coolaroo Station Project•	

Donnybrook Road Interchange•	

Dynon Port Rail Link•	

Laverton Rail Upgrade•	

M1 Monash-CityLink-West Gate Upgrade•	

Deer Park Bypass•	

North Melbourne Station Upgrade•	

Westall Rail Upgrade•	

More than $230 million worth of road widening  •	
and improvement projects in outer suburbs

New projects
Regional Rail Link – a new rail link between West •	
Werribee and Southern Cross Station
Melbourne Metro – a new rail tunnel between Dynon  •	
and St Kilda Road (Domain)
An alternative to the West Gate Bridge•	

Truck Action Plan•	
North East Link between the Eastern Freeway  •	
and the Metropolitan Ring Road
Peninsula Link and Dingley Arterial•	
South Morang, Melton and Cranbourne East  •	
Rail Extensions
Port of Hastings Development•	
New metropolitan trains and trams•	
Springvale Road, Nunawading grade separation  •	
of road and rail
Electrification of the rail line to Sunbury•	
Extra transit police•	
Development of a new freight terminal at  •	
Donnybrook/Beveridge
Planning for an Outer Metropolitan Ring Road•	
Improved cycling paths and a Melbourne city  •	
public bike hire scheme
New railway stations in growth areas•	
Increased bus services•	

Hume 

Existing projects
North East Rail Revitalisation incorporating  •	
the Wodonga Rail Bypass

Upgrade to the Benalla-Oaklands line•	

Goulburn Valley Highway Bypass planning•	

Yarra Glen Truck Bypass•	

Development of an intermodal freight terminal  •	
at Shepparton

New projects
Goulburn Valley Highway – Nagambie Bypass•	

Regional road upgrades•	

Level crossing upgrades•	

Bike rail trails•	

Gippsland

Existing projects
Bass Highway duplication•	

New train carriages on the Traralgon-Melbourne line•	

South Gippsland bus and coach improvements•	

Planning for the Princes Highway East duplication •	
between Traralgon and Sale

New projects
Gippsland regional infrastructure development •	
studies

Improved bus services for the Latrobe Valley•	

Regional road upgrades•	

Level crossing upgrades•	

Bike rail trails•	
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Victoria welcomes  
its newest residents
“It is a fact, penguins make you happy.” 

With these words, Minister for Major 
Projects Tim Pallas officially opened the 
new $28 million Antarctica expansion of 
the Melbourne Aquarium and welcomed 
Victoria’s newest residents and stars of the 
show, King and Gentoo penguins.

Fulfilling its vision for a revitalised 
Northbank precinct, the Victorian 
Government played a vital role in facilitating 
the expansion of this world class tourism 
attraction.

“The city’s south-west corner has been 
transformed by the new aquarium 
extension and adjacent Northbank, which 
was made possible by the government’s  
$18 million demolition of the Flinders 
Street overpass in 2005,” said Mr Pallas.

“The overpass demolition provided the 
Melbourne Aquarium with a vastly improved 
public interface and entrance to Flinders 
Street.

“I am delighted to welcome the King and 
Gentoo penguins to the state. The flightless 
birds, normally found in frosty waters 
around Antarctica, were brought in from 
Auckland aboard a temperature controlled 
air-freighter.”

The curious and playful penguins already 
seem very relaxed in their Melbourne 
home, running up to the front of the 
enclosure to watch the minister cut the red 
ribbon and showing off for guests who were 
enthralled by their antics, instantly proving 
that penguins do indeed make you happy. 

Innovative technologies and state-of-the-art 
features of the new exhibit include:  

• a temperature controlled environment 

• �a light cycle that changes to replicate  
the Antarctic seasons

• �the creation of tons of snow and  
ice everyday 

• �a 100,000 litre pool chilled to  
7 degrees Celsius

• �an Australian Quarantine and  
Inspection Service approved facility

Major Projects Victoria’s (MPV) 
mission is to deliver projects that 
achieve exceptional economic, social 
and environmental outcomes for the 
Victorian community.  MPV is a division 
of the Department of Innovation, 
Industry and Regional Development 
and reports to the Minister for Major 
Projects, the Hon. Tim Pallas MP.

If you would like to receive this 
publication in an accessible format, 
please telephone (03) 9655 8622.  
This document is also available in  
PDF format on the MPV website at  
www.mpv.vic.gov.au. 

For information on projects delivered 
by MPV, visit www.mpv.vic.gov.au. For 
information on specific projects the 
Victorian Government is delivering, 
 visit www.vic.gov.au.

Published and authorised by Major Projects 
Victoria, Department of Innovation, Industry 
and Regional Development, Level 8, 121 
Exhibition Street, Melbourne, Victoria. 
September 2008. Copyright State of Victoria. 

Printed by Red Rover (Aust.) Pty Limited 
53 Brady Street, South Melbourne VIC 3205.

Designed by Design and Production Unit, 
Public Affairs, Department of Transport.

Contributors:	 J Gronow, B O’Connor,  
M Nicholls, S Goodey, Department  
of Human Services

Photography: P Glenane, Melbourne 
Aquarium, HomeGround, Department  
of Transport

Talent: C Jackson

Subscription
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Major Projects Victoria at GPO Box 4509, 
Melbourne, Vic, 3001 or by submitting  
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www.mpv.vic.gov.au.




